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November 2, 1949 


Members of the Fellowship of Professors of Missions and 
other teaching courses on missions 


Dear Friends} 


I got "roped in" for the job of outlining what I thought a 
course in missions for undergraduates in a Christian college should con- 
tain, whether they were planning to go into some form of professional 
Christian service at home or abroad, or were expecting to be in home 
churches all their lives. This was to be considered at a Workshop on 
"The Training of Full-Time Protestant Church Workers" at Nashville last 
July, and in the time available to me there was not time to cireularize 
you as I should have wished. Why on earth they picked on me instead of ons 
of you, I don't know; but I didn't have time even to argue at length, 
simply promising such a tour de force as I could manage before the dead~ 
Line. 


The Workshop recommended that "all theological students" should take 
a course in the expansion of Christianity, to be planned in accordance 
with the report prepared for the Workshop; and I have been asked to com= 
pleto a syllabus, Obviously, this is eneroaching still further into your 
special field, and ono of you could do it more economically and effectively, 
Perhaps the idca is that since I am not teaching a course, I should not bo 
blowing my own horn! Anyway, it is now time to do what I wanted to do 
last summer, and ask for your cooperation in working out a syllabus that 
can be commended to seminaries which do not have such a course. I should 
also make it plain that this work is being done in collaboration with the 
Amcrican Association of Theological Schools, 


Dr. R, Pierce Beaver, who is in charge of the meeting of the Follow- 
ship at Union on November 11-12, 1949 has arranged time for the preliminary 
discussion of this project on Friday ovening, Novomber ll, I hope that 
before that time, each one who roccives tho accompanying somewhat revised 
outline will be able to 


a) Read it through and make notes on its 


b) Sond to me your critical comments, both nogative and constructive, 
so that I may sharpen up the matters to be discussed. (This is particu- 
larly truc in the caso of those who will not be at the meeting of the Fol- 
lowship). 
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You will notice that this is no longer a course for undergraduates, 
but a general introductory course for seminary students, aimed primarily 
at the parish minister in North America. I am particularly interested 
in such questions as omissions and additions, matters of balance, amount 
of material, suggested techniques in handling, etc. 


As I understand it, this will eventually become an anonymous recom 
mendation of some group or other, The logical thing would be to have it 
taken over and worked out by the Fellowship, as the only group in this 
field. JI am sure that Dr. Laurence Foster, who is director of the Con- 
mission on Research of the National Protestant Council on Higher Educa- 
tion, under whose auspices the study is being made, would be glad to 
have such a course pursued; but shall attempt to get his reply on this 
subject before I mect you on Novomber 11. 


Anticipating your cooperation, 


Hopefully yours, 


(aA » ALA AAAA ( Ie 


wefst n CG. Fairficld 
ene, py 


November 11, 1949 


Outline of a Possible Repired Course in Missions for a Theological Seminary 


(By sessions for a one-hour course and for a two-hour course, one semester) 














2 Two hour 
Gatrss TOPICS cour se 
Session No, : hae Séssion No. 
1 The development and expansion of Christianity with the Roman 1-2 
Empire 
2 The conversion of Europe and outreach toward non-Yoman Asia 3 
s) Roman Catholic missions accompany the conquerors and goes 4 
beyond them 
& Protestant Christianity accompanies its settlers 5 
Sufi Protestantism begins to take responsibility for foreign missions 6-9 ye 
6 the non-Christian world and its religious heritage 10-11 s 
7 The attitude of foreign missions toward non-Christian religiions | 
i and their related cultures 12013 4 
8 Cultural changes resulting from the work of foreign missions- / 
: including preparation for democracy end world order 14-16 ; 
3 Results of “direct evangelism" through spoken end printed word 16-17 | 
10 Results of evangelism through life and service Tees 
11 The function of education in foreign missions 20 
12 Cooperation and integration in the Protestant missionary program 21-22 ~ 
(including the place of “unofficial missionaries" in 
business and the government) 
Lox Present-day program of foreign missions 25<25 
14 Present=-day problems in foreign missions 26-28 4 
15 Motivation of foreign missions in the Twentieth Century -/ 29=30 





AN OUTLINE FOR A COURSE ON MISSIONS FOR UNDERGRADUATES 


Objectives: To acquaint the student with Christianity as an expanding force, and 
to enlist his interest and participation in the process of its expansion, in his 
neighborhood, in the nation and abroad. 


Title: "The Expansion of Christianity", a description which integrates the modern 
missionary enterprise with the whole history of the development of Christianity 
from its small beginnings to an actual world religion, 


Resource Material: Harnack; Latourette's seven-volume "Expansion of Christianity", 
particularly the last volume; numberless biographies of significant figures in the 
expansion process, earlier and later (a bibliography of such biographies could be 
prepared by the Missionary Research Library); the files of the "International 
Review of llissions" for scholarly studies; and selected books on the drama and the 
science of missions, for which also a bibliography could be provided by the Mis- 
sionary Research Library, 


Student Participation: Class room discussion following lectures or assigned reading; 
and term papers assigned for either a missionary biography or one of the problems 
involved in the present-day missionary enterprise, chosen by the students from an 
offered list, but in conference with the instructors; and if possible, outeof-class 
conferences between individual students and instructor on the term paper or other 
problems arising in the course, 


Elements To Be Included 


The following elements should be included whether the course is one or more hours, ~ 
the fullness of treatment possible depending on the amount of time available, The 

order given is not necessarily the preferred order of treatment, although the hist- 
orical approach is recommended, 


I. A Study of the chronological and geographical expansion of Christianity 


1) In the Roman Empire, with the resultant continuing churches. 


2) The carly eastward expansion by Syrians (particularly India) and Nestorians 
(particularly China). 


3) The conversion of Europe (including the work of the orders in the process), 
with appropriate differentiation between the conversion of Western Kurope 
under the influence of the Roman Church and that of Eastern Europe under the 
influence of the Byzantino Church. 


4) The age of exploration and European conquest, involving the spread of the 
Roman form of Christianity with the conquerors and conqucror=traders, and 
of the Protestant form with the scttlers, particularly from Great Britain, 
The work of the Jesuits should bo especially studicd, This would be an 
appropriate section in which to deal with Protestant denominational origins 
in a way which would make the students realizo the main points at issue in 
the original diversification; and should include the evangelization of North 
America, including the fronticr of the Indians, the Negroes and othor immi- 
grants, 


5) The great forcign missionary contury from Carey onward. 


o 
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II.. Studies of significant conversions of peoples and civilizations, e, ge socio- 


pip a 


IV. 


Iogical and cultural effect on the original Roman Empire and on its conquerors, 


on the tribes of Northern Europe, on the Pacific Islands, etc. 

Acquaintance with some great missionaries e.g. Paul, St. Francis of Assisi, 
Boniface, Spanish missionaries in Latin America, French missionaries among 
the North american Indians, John Eliot, St, Francis Xavicr, the Moravian 
colonics, William Carey, Robert Morrison, Peter Parker, Alexander Duff, John 


Paton, David Livingstone, Cyrus Hamlin, Albert Schweitzcr, Frank Laubach, ctc.; 
and national Christian leaders,e.z,Sadhu Sunder Singh, izarish,Kagawa, ota, (This 


list would need careful Saya ed correlation with available biographics, as 
suggosted in the bibliography prepared by the Missionary Rescarch Library). 
The motivation of the oxpansion - both historical and contemporary c.g. 
1) In the apostolic age 
2) In lator econturies through the conversion of Europe 
3) In the Counter-Reformation 
4) During tho modern Protestant eras 
a) The motivation of William Carey and his contemporarics 


b) Changes in motivation during tho last 150 years 


c) Inductive formulation of motives that influcnee contemporary missions, 
missionarics and national churches. 


The developing and comprehensive program of modern missions 


1) The central and integrating vrocess of cvangelism, making disciples of all 
peoples 


2) The development of Christian cducation, beginning with simple litcracy, fors 
a) Ability to read the Bible 
b) Training for Christian arian in the narrow sense 
c) Preparation for service within the church as lay leaders and supporters 
d) Preparation for service to one's follow-tribesmon or fellow-countrymen 


3) Famine rolicf leading on to agricultural missions 


4) Curative medicine leading on to public health work 


5) Inereasing recognition of the needs for differing comprehensive approaches 
to rural communitics and to urban industrialized communities, with the 
specialized programs developed for cach. 


6) Developmont of a Christian literature for both the nurture of those already 
Christian and the outreach of the Christian community among non-Christians. 


An Outline for A Course on Missions for Undergraduates Page 3 


7) The use of modern audio-visual techniques, such as the radio, motion pic- 
tures, television, journalism, etc, 


8) Increasing cooperation especially in foreign missions, beginning with comity, 
the mutual recognition of each other's valid Christian experience and in- 
sights o 


9) The growth of church union on the mission fields, its causes, obstacles, 
and successful techniques, 


10) The attempts at transfer of missionary responsibility from missions to 
national churches, 


VI. The expansion of Christianity in its bearing on the problem of world order 
and peace 


VII. Some problems involved in the present-day expansion of Christianity 


1) The problem of communication: "cetting across" Christian ideas to those 
with different cultural backgrounds and ideological conditioning. 


2) The preparation and maintenance of an adequate Christian leadership in 
communities whose economic level makes difficult the standards of prepara- 
tion and program developed among the American middle-class churches which 
send out the missionaries, 


3) The problem of the many divisions of the church and of the relationships 
between them, including the difficulties of effective cooperation. 


4) The problem of balance in world Christianity between the more thorough 
Christianization of "evangelized peoples" (e.g, America) and efforts toward 
its stronger expansion into comparatively uninfluenced areas, 


5) The problem of the most helpful relationship between "older" and "younger'! 
churches, 


6) The problem of dynamically expanding rivals of Christianity: 
a) Islam, particularly in Africa south of the Sudan 
b) Communism, both: 


1) In areas politically dominated and controlled by Communist goverrments; 
: and 
2) In non-Communist areas where its expansion by propaganda and underground 
organization is being pushed, 


7) The problems of demography in relation to Christian mission "service, e.g, 
services in famine prevention and public health, which tend to intensify the 
problem of the increasing ratio of population to the actual and potential 
resources of a given people, 


8) The problem of the incomplete Christianization of areas and peoples where 
Christianity has been accepted as the prevailing cult, but has not become 
incarnate in ethical practice, 


9) The problem of the decline of Christianity in Europe. 
Critical and constructive comments will be helpful and much aporeciated, Please 


send them to Wynn C, Fairficld, Forcign Missions Conference, 156 Fifth Ave,,NY 10,NY, 
10/3/49 Wynn C, Fairfiold 


